A new anthraquinone compound, 1,3-dihydroxy-6-methoxy-2-methoxymethyl-9,10-anthraquinone (1), along with four known analogues (2−5) were isolated from the roots of Prismatomeris tetrandra. Their structures were elucidated on the basis of spectroscopic analysis. Among these compounds, lucidin ω-methyl ether (4) and lucidin ω-ethyl ether (5) were isolated from this genus for the first time. Compound 1 showed weak cytotoxic activity against A549 and LAC cell lines.
The genus Prismatomeris (Rubiaceae), comprising about 25 species, is mainly distributed in tropical areas, with only two species P. labordei (Levl.) Merr. and P. tetrandra (Roxb.) K.. Schum being native to China [1a-1c] . The roots of P. tetrandra have been used for the treatment of hepatitis, anemia, leucocythemia, and pneumoconiosis [1c] . Previous chemical investigations of this genus have reported the isolation of anthraquinones and iridoids [1c-1f,2a] . In the course of our search for plant-derived bioactive principles, we studied the light petroleum soluble portion of the 95% EtOH extract and isolated a new compound (1) together with four known anthraquinones, rubiadin (2), 3-hydroxy-1methoxy-2-methylanthraquinone (3) [2a] , lucidin ωmethyl ether (4), and lucidin ω-ethyl ether (5) [2b].
The molecular formula for compound 1 was determined as C 17 H 14 O 6 from its HR-ESI-MS (m/z 313.0721 [M−H] − . The IR spectrum showed the presence of hydroxyl groups (3465 cm −1 ), conjugated carbonyl (1671, 1623 cm −1 ) and aromatic rings (1592, 1446 cm −1 ). The UV spectrum exhibited absorption at 220, 281, and 358 nm, suggesting the existence of a anthraquinone skeleton. The 1 H NMR spectrum showed four aromatic proton signals, an AMX system at δ 8.22 (d, 1H, J = 8.0 Hz, H-8), 7.26 (dd, 1H, J = 8.0, 2.0 Hz, H-7), 7.70 (d, 1H, J = 2.0 Hz, H-5), and a singlet at δ 7.30 (1H, H-4) . In addition, one oxygenated aryl methylene signal at δ 4.93 (s, 2H), two methoxy and two phenolic hydroxyl signals (Table 1) . Notably, the relatively downfield chemical shifts of two phenolic hydroxyl proton signals were due to intramolecular hydrogen bonds between a carbonyl carbon C-9 (δ 186.3) and 1-OH, and between 3-OH and one oxygenated aryl methylene (δ 4.93). In addition, HMBC correlation of an aromatic hydroxyl proton 3-OH with C-2 (δ 114.5) and C-4 (δ 109.6) supported the existence of 3-OH. The positions of various substituents were ascertained by the HMBC analysis. In the HMBC spectrum, correlations of 1-OH with C-2 and C-13 (δ 109.4); the benzyl-CH 2 (δ 4.93) with CH 2 OMe (δ 59.3), C-1 (δ 161.7), C-3 (δ 163.5); 3-OH with C-2, C-4; and the isolated aromatic proton H-4 (δ 7.30) with the carbonyl carbon C-10 (δ 182.3), C-2, and C-13 suggested the presence of the right segment ( Figure  1B Figure  1B) . Accordingly, the structure of 1 was deduced as 1,3-dihydroxy-6-methoxy-2-methoxymethyl-9,10anthraquinone. 
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MTT bioassay:
In vitro cytotoxicity activity was determined by using the MTT method [2c]. In brief, cytotoxicity was assayed by using human lung cancer (A549) and human pulmonary carcinoma (LAC) cells grown in RPMI-1640 medium plus 10% heatinactivated fetal bovine serum. The assays were performed in 96-well microtiter plates and the absorbance was recorded on a microplate reader (Bio-Rad model 550) at a wavelength of 570 nm. The inhibition percentages were calculated from reduction of absorbance in the control assay, which was treated with 2.5% DMSO alone.
